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June 24, 2005, is now an important date in United States history, because on that day the Supreme Court decided that private property is no longer private at all.  I’ll be back shortly with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

You probably already know the story about New London, Connecticut, where the city now has permission from the United States Supreme Court to use the right of eminent domain to take property from homeowners in the old Fort Trumbull section and transfer it to somebody else.

The somebody else in this case is developers who will generate more tax revenue for the city while generating substantial profits for themselves, I would assume.
According to the decision, government has the right to use eminent domain to claim private property and hand it over to anyone who will generate more tax revenues than the property would if left in the hands of the private landowner.

The argument for this shameful decision says that taking property away from someone is okay if it serves some higher public purpose, like boosting economic growth.
The Court has made it clear that local governments can decide for themselves what they want to do concerning the confiscation of private property.  I don’t think it’s too hard to figure out what government at any level might do with this green light.

I can imagine how, in the already-corrupt Wisconsin state government, the politicians are drooling over the prospect of being able to condemn property and hand it over to special interests who will reap profits, support the re-election campaigns of these very politicians, and increase tax revenues to boot.

Our full-time legislature has demonstrated more than once that it cannot serve the people and the interests of big money at the same time.  With a state government unable to even pretend to control spending, and local governments feeling the pinch of not enough money, I foresee a rush to develop neighborhoods into shopping centers, private 

lands into industrial parks.  Connect the dots and you can imagine a future where private property exists only in name but not in truth.

To the politicians and developers, the Court ruling must seem like manna from heaven, but not to the folks who will lose their property, even if they do get “just compensation” for their loss.  I don’t believe that dollars are a reasonable settlement for homeowners who don’t want to leave their homes.

The decent thing for the government and the developers to do would be to share the profits from the commercial development with the displaced homeowners.  But I doubt that idea was ever on the table.

Three days after the property seizure ruling, the Supreme Court ruled that the Ten Commandments cannot be displayed in two Kentucky courthouses.  In my estimation, they were right on this one.
But I wish the members of the court would have read the tenth Commandment before they voted on the property seizure issue.  In case you’ve forgotten it, the Tenth Commandment says, “Thou shall not covet thy neighbor’s house.”

This is Ed Thompson, with just a little common sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 
Or send a letter or postcard to me at: 
812 Superior Ave.
Tomah, WI  54660-1509
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