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What is wrong with a country where the federal government decides to override state laws, and makes seriously ill people vulnerable to imprisonment? I’ll tell you all about it with “Just a Little Common Sense,” in a few moments . . .

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Early in June, the United States Supreme Court ruled that federal agents may arrest sick people who use marijuana for medicinal purposes, even in the 10 states where medical marijuana is legal.  Those who grow marijuana for these seriously ill people are also subject to arrest.
The Court has managed to trample not only state’s rights but the rights of individuals who depend on medical marijuana to ease their suffering.
In Wisconsin in 2002, Chamberlain Research Consultants found that 80% of Wisconsin residents favor legalization of medical marijuana.  A Harris Interactive poll shows that 80% of adults nationwide believe that medical marijuana should be made legal.

Why then is medical marijuana still illegal in 40 states, including Wisconsin? It seems that our democracy doesn’t mean much when the government, whether state or federal, decides otherwise.

It is ironic that President George W. Bush claims to be bringing democracy to the Iraqi people and his administration opposes the American peoples’ freedom of choice concerning state medical marijuana laws.

Here’s what Abraham Lincoln had to say about prohibition in general: “Prohibition goes beyond the bounds of reason in that it attempts to control a man's appetite by legislation and makes crimes out of things that are not crimes.”
We’re not even talking about “man’s appetite” here, but we are talking about relieving often excruciating pain with a natural, harmless herb.  Marijuana has been used throughout the world for over 4,000 years to treat a wide range of illnesses, including glaucoma, multiple sclerosis and cancer.  
After being used as an effective, safe medicine since the founding of our country, marijuana was made illegal in 1937, perhaps because of industrialists who saw a threat to their interests by the wide variety of products that can be derived from the hemp plant.
340 to 395 thousand people die every year from tobacco.  Alcohol kills over 125 thousand, not including those who die as a result of accidents.  Prescription drugs kill 4 to 5 times as many people as do illegal drugs.
How many people die from marijuana each year? None.  Zero.  Nada.  Zilch.
Why do we torture innocent, sick people by withholding their medicine? Have we as a society gone absolutely stark, raving mad?
Or, is it that people in government can’t help but try to control anything and everything that comes within reach, and either will not or cannot see the disastrous consequences of their actions.     

This is Ed Thompson with just a little common sense.
Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 
Or send a letter or postcard to me at: 
812 Superior Ave.
Tomah, WI  54660-1509
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