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Banning smoking in public and private places has become a very popular government pastime these days, and one that shows up the conflict between government control and personal freedom.  I’ll be back in a couple of seconds with “Just a Little Common Sense” . . .
(30 SEC COMMERCIAL)

As proprietor of the Teepee Supper Club I believe I ought to be able to make decisions about my own business in my own way.  But then, I am also concerned about the rights of my customers and my employees.

Should my smoking customers have the right to smoke in my establishment or should my non-smoking customers have the right to not smoke and also not be subjected to second-hand smoke from my smoking customers? 

And what about my employees? If I permit smoking, should I subject my employees to the second-hand smoke from my smoking customers?  I have concern for the welfare of my employees but I don’t want to lose my customers, either.

And what about me? Since I quit smoking several years ago, should I be subjected to the second-hand smoke from my smoking customers? And what should the government have to do with it?

You can see there’s more to this question than you might think at first.  But that’s the way it is with questions of government control and personal freedom.

Which brings us to Milwaukee.  If you drive behind a bus in downtown Milwaukee you know that bus exhaust is about enough to kill you.  It could be worse.  You could be a pedestrian.  If the bus doesn’t kill you with second-hand smoke it could run you over.
Which brings us to your house where there’s a closet full of cleaning supplies.  If you’ve ever opened a bottle of bleach or ammonia, you probably realized those fumes could kill you, too.  If you mix bleach with ammonia you get chloramine gas, and that can kill you even better.
There are thousands of ordinary household products that can harm your internal organs and can cause cancer.  And what about backyard barbeques and Harley Davidson rallies and what about firefighters who inhale a whole lot of smoke?  

It looks like the government is going to have to ban not only smoking but buses, pedestrians, house cleaning, barbecue parties, motorcycles, and firefighters.  They might as well go ahead and ban fire as well.

Or, maybe the government should stay out of it and let the individual people decide what to do in their individual situations.

Back at the Teepee, I realized that nearly all of my employees smoke. I ought to be concerned about their second-hand smoke, too.  If they can’t smoke inside the supper club they’ll have to smoke outside, where anyone who passes by will be subject to their second-hand smoke.

If my employees are at work smoking at least they’re not at home wrecking their internal organs with ordinary household products.  Or getting run over by a bus in Milwaukee.  

What did I decide to do at the Teepee? I figured since most people don’t smoke and eat at the same time, I permit smoking at the bar and ban it in the main dining rooms.  One isolated dining area is for folks who want smoking.
I think my solution makes a lot of sense.  Of course, there’s sense in the government’s smoking ban, too: non-sense.

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.
Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 
Or send a letter or postcard to me at: 
812 Superior Ave.
Tomah, WI  54660-1509
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