Just a Little Common Sense
“Mosquito Ordinance”
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Boy, when you’re out of city government for a while, you sure miss a lot of activity.  Now that I’m an alderman in Tomah, I find there’s all kinds of things that are illegal that weren’t illegal when I was mayor.  I’ll be back with “Just a Little Common Sense” in a moment . . .  
(30 SEC COMMERCIAL HERE)
Last September, the Tomah City Council passed Ordinance Number 2004-09-06-C, prohibiting storage on private property of unlicensed and inoperable motor vehicles, scrap wood, pallets, washing machines, trash compactors, freezers, other appliances, concrete, metal, glass, etc., etc., etc., and mosquitoes, larvae and other pests.

The Council is not trying to prohibit the actual mosquitoes themselves—not even the City Council of Tomah can tell mosquitoes what to do—but they are attempting to prohibit the storage of “Any material which is likely to harbor mosquitoes or other pests or larvae.”

Mosquitoes can be found in and around any material all right, including grass, water, and shrubbery.  Before you rip out your lawn, your birdbath and your hedge, maybe you better check with the City Council to see if this is what they intended.
I’m not a big fan of mosquitoes myself but I am a big fan of personal property rights.

Ordinance number 2004-09-06-C also prohibits storage of sawdust, although the Ordinance is unclear as to what quantity of sawdust would qualify as a violation.  
Scrap wood which is not stacked in an orderly manner is also prohibited.  I assume this includes firewood.  I don’t see much difference between a woodpile stacked in an orderly manner or a disorderly manner.  Either way, it’s clearly identifiable as just a woodpile.
Pallets which have not been used or moved for more than six months are also illegal.  When it comes to pallets it’s darn easy to forget just how long one might have been lying around in the back yard.  If you’ve got such a pallet, 
you could possibly be in violation for the pallet, for providing a material harboring mosquitoes, larvae and other pests and if you have over a cord of pallets they could classified as junk wood not stacked in an orderly manner.
What with pallets, vehicles, appliances, farm machinery, sawdust, and firewood, how many more cops will we need to police all these ordinance infractions?  Now I understand why the police department believes it needs a new million dollar facility.  
There’s lots more to the ordinance, but I think you get the idea what happens when government feels compelled to dictate to private citizens what they can and cannot do on their own land.
As long as I don’t violate the rights of others, why should the government interfere with what I choose to do on my private property? Folks might violate this ordinance but the city government, in passing it, has violated the very principles on which this country was founded.

This is Ed Thompson, with just a little common sense. 
Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 
Or send a letter or postcard to me at: 
812 Superior Ave.
Tomah, WI  54660-1509
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