Just a Little Common Sense
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Would you believe me if I told you I know how to solve America’s energy problems, make fabric 10 times stronger than cotton, produce paper without cutting down a tree, make biodegradable plastics, and more? I’ll tell you how when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
(30 SEC COMMERCIAL)

A possible solution to many of our nation’s needs is a hardy plant that’s good for the soil, requires no pesticides to flourish, and suppresses weeds.  What is this miracle plant? Industrial hemp.
Why don’t we grow as much of it as we can? Because the Drug Enforcement Administration will not permit the growth of industrial hemp in the United States of America.

No matter that hemp was used to make canvas sails for ships for centuries, that hemp can be used to make paint, rope, ink, soap, fuels . . . Hemp can be used as a source material to meet nearly every need of an industrial society.
Imagine what hemp could do for the Wisconsin farmer!

Because of official misinformation, you might think hemp is marijuana.  It is not.  Hemp and marijuana are variants of the same plant.

Marijuana contains THC, the compound that gets you high. Hemp doesn’t have anywhere near enough THC to get you high.  Even if it did, hemp also has another compound, CBD, which counteracts the effects of THC.  Hemp is the anti-marijuana.

So, why is it illegal to grow industrial hemp?
In 1691, the Jamestown colony passed the first law regarding hemp: It was declared illegal for farmers not to grow it, because hemp was such an important raw material. Later, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson both grew hemp.  
The first 2 drafts of the U.S. Constitution were written on hemp paper.  The final draft was written on animal skin.
One acre of industrial hemp produces as much paper pulp as 4 acres of trees, and the hemp matures in one season.  The trees mature in 20 years.  It looks to me like hemp has got wood pulp beat by 80 to 1.  And the hemp makes better paper.

Henry Ford believed that automobile engines ought to run on vegetable fuels, not on oil pumped from the ground.  Rudolph Diesel, inventor of the diesel engine, believed the same thing.

In the 1930’s, Ford’s biomass plant in Iron Mountain Michigan extracted methanol, charcoal fuel, tar, pitch, ethyl-acetate and creosote from hemp.  These fundamental ingredients for modern industry are now supplied by oil-related sources.

So why aren’t we growing hemp?

I don’t know exactly what happened, but in 1937 marijuana became illegal after some questionable manipulations and a few outright lies by powerful folks in government and industry.  It looks like enough confusion was created so that people got skeptical about industrial hemp, too.

According to the DEA, hemp could be grown today, technically speaking, if it had absolutely no THC in it.  No matter that there isn’t enough THC in industrial hemp to get you high and even if there was, the CBD would prevent it.

So, why is it illegal to grow industrial hemp? Maybe it’s got to do with the fact that hemp could replace oil for fuel and replace wood pulp for paper manufacturing, and who knows what else.  Could be there’s some powerful folks in industry and government who don’t like that idea one bit.  

This is Ed Thompson, with just a little common sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 

Or send a letter or postcard to me at: 

812 Superior Ave.

Tomah, WI  54660-1509
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