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Wisconsin is only one of 4 states in the nation that does what? If you said “Prohibits concealed carry of handguns,” you’d be right.  But no one has yet been able to give me a satisfactory explanation as to why.  We’ll look closer at it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SEC COMMERCIAL)

It would be nice, wouldn’t it, to live in a world where nobody ever did anybody any harm, where there were no bad guys, no guns, no trouble.  A world where everything is always just fine.

The problem is, we don’t live in that kind of world.  We live in a world where some people prey on others, steal their money, assault them, commit rape and murder.  And it doesn’t do any of us any good to pretend otherwise. 
Let’s say you’re a criminal.  You are cunning.  You don’t want to get caught.  You don’t want to get hurt.  In the best of all criminal worlds, you will find a victim who is smaller than you and weaker than you.

If you were a criminal, would you prefer a victim who might be carrying a gun, or would you prefer someone who might be unarmed? It’s obvious, isn’t it?

Now, why is it so easy for any reasonable person to see that the only person who gains an advantage from a ban on concealed carry of handguns is the criminal? And why is it so difficult for the folks in state government to see that? 

Or do they see and don’t care? Or are they more concerned about the rights of the criminal than they are about the rights of the honest citizen?   

It would be difficult to counter all the anti-gun propaganda out there except for an economist named John Lott who did some extensive research on guns and published his results in a book called “More Guns, Less Crime.”  He’s written another one called “The Bias Against Guns.”  If you have any doubts or questions about gun control, reading one or both of these books ought to clarify your thinking.

Lott discovered that in states with nondiscretionary handgun laws, there were 379 violent crimes per 100,000 of population.  He defined violent crimes as murder, rape, aggravated assault, and robbery.  In states forbidding concealed handguns, the rate was 716 per 100,000 of population.

That’s nearly twice as much violent crime for states that forbid concealed carry.  States that ban concealed carry have murder rates 127% higher than states with the most liberal concealed carry laws.

Lott’s research found that the media eagerly reports deaths caused by private gun ownership, but shies away from reporting crimes that have been averted by the simple presence of a gun in the would-be victim’s possession.
Even people who don’t carry a handgun benefit from concealed carry.  The criminal doesn’t know who has a gun or not.  Where concealed carry is illegal, the criminal only has to worry about accosting another criminal because that’s the only other person likely to be carrying a gun.

If I was a criminal I’d move to a state like Wisconsin where the government guarantees that I’d have no worries about meeting up with an armed citizen.  Wouldn’t you? 

This is Ed Thompson, with “Just a Little Common Sense.” 
Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 

Or send a letter or postcard to me at: 

812 Superior Ave.

Tomah, WI  54660-1509
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