Just a Little Common Sense
“Energy Independence”
AIRED: October 10, 2005

Would you believe there is a simple solution to our nation’s energy problems that is inexpensive, renewable and far less polluting than oil? And its growing in our farmers’ fields right now.  I’ll tell you what it is when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.” 
(30 SEC COMMERCIAL)
The recent Gulf coast devastation caused by hurricanes Rita and Katrina has left millions of Americans without homes, cars or jobs. And it’s left the rest of us reeling from skyrocketing oil prices that threaten to devastate us as well. 
When the cost of oil goes up, the cost of everything goes up. 
While public officials in the Gulf states have been criticized for failing to protect their cities from the inevitable destruction of a major hurricane, the federal government can rightfully be blamed for failing to protect America from the energy shortages that inevitably result from our dependence on oil. 
Not all governments are so inept as ours.  

Over the past thirty years Brazil has developed an inexpensive, abundant and renewable alternate source of energy - and one that is far less polluting than oil. What is this remarkable source of energy?  Plain old sugar.
Sugar is converted into a cheap, clean source of fuel—ethanol--decreasing Brazil’s dependence on oil by a whopping 80 per cent.  And Brazilians pay a lot less at the pump than we Americans do.  While our auto makers continue to roll out gas guzzling dinosaurs, Brazilians now drive flex-fuel cars that can run on either gasoline or ethanol.
Throughout the continental United States we are already growing our own sugar-producing crop: corn.  And we already produce ethanol as a additive to gasoline, we just need to produce a lot more of it.  

Brazil fuels its ethanol production with crushed cane stalks and produces an additional 600 megawatts of electricity by this method.  Cornstalks could be used in the same way to produce electricity.

In fact, any number of crops can be used to produce a variety of fuels that would free America from dependence on oil.  All the clean, renewable energy we need to fuel our cars, and our industries, and to heat and light our homes, can be produced right in our farmers’ fields.

Please write your congressman and senators and tell them to end our dependence on petroleum and to get serious about harnessing the clean and renewable energy that we can grow in our farmer’s fields.
This is Ed Thompson, with just a little common sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 

Or send a letter or postcard to me at: 

812 Superior Ave.

Tomah, WI  54660
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