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There have been times when government has done good things for society, enacted laws that help people, spent money wisely . . . but, unfortunately, this is not one of those times.  I’ll be right back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Representative Frank Lasee, of Wisconsin’s 2nd Assembly District, strives to control government spending but he is a David against the Goliath of Big Government.

He has sponsored legislation such as the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, popularly known as TABOR, which would control government spending not only at the state but also at the local level.

I’ve always been a believer in local control but in this age of government running amok, the local governments haven’t been able to control themselves any more than the state has.

It’s like an irresponsible parent telling an irresponsible child to behave.  I guess that’s better than nothing, and so it is with TABOR.

In the October 13 edition of “Lasee’s Notes,” Representative Lasee points out that the property tax freeze doesn’t work at all if the local governments don’t cooperate.

Lasee had previously pointed out that “fees, assessment, and other increases,” would adversely affect Wisconsin taxpayers.

Apparently, he was right.  According to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, localities throughout the state are charging garbage fees, storm water fees, and fire protection fees.

Waukesha is developing a property assessor fee, Eau Claire a gas pump inspection fee, and Oconomowoc is considering a road use fee.

Oshkosh is thinking about throwing out tax-funded garbage collection and charging a garbage-collection fee instead.  

The taxpayers don’t have any choice about paying these any of these local fees, not unless they want to go without a lot of services.

Where does the tax money go that ought to be paying for garbage collection and all these other services?

It could be that government is just too inefficient and irresponsible to do what it says it can do.

The idea of a Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights is that the government can spend more money if the people of the community agree to the spending need by referendum.  

As it is now, government functions independent of the will of the people.

Of course, if the people did have a say in government it might very well be that our politicians wouldn’t like what the people have to say.  

Instead of paying government employees, including elected officials, high salaries, gold-plated benefits, and platinum retirement plans, maybe we ought to give private enterprise the chance to provide the services that government can’t handle.  At the rate we’re going, it certainly couldn’t cost us any more. 

And we could reduce the size of government proportionately.

As for me, I wouldn’t mind sending a few politicians out looking for work.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 

Or just drop in and say hi to me at the Teepee.


