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When I ran for governor in 2002 I warned against the influence of special interests and corruption in our state government.  I’m not one to say “I told you so,” but . . .  I’ll be right back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

It looks like the chickens are coming home to roost under the Dome in Madison.  The result of decades of full-time state government is showing up big time.  

The Wisconsin Democracy Campaign recently reported on an October poll done by Wisconsin Policy Research Institute, Inc. and Diversified Research, finding that only 6% of the residents of our state believe their elected officials represent their interests on important issues.

9% of the respondents thought the ethics of state government had improved.  Jeepers, I’ve been told 11% of the people of Wisconsin work for the government!  46% thought the ethics had gotten worse.  

Not a single demographic group believe that ethics under the Dome has improved over the last decade.  According to the poll, people believe that lobbyists have much more influence than the citizens do.

We’ve got legislators going to prison, or in prison, our budget is persistently in the red, and now state, federal and Dane County law enforcement officials have launched an inquiry into Governor Doyle’s campaign contributions and a state contract.

Everyone seems to believe that Wisconsin is run by big government and big business, and I believe they’re right. 

Three times as many people think the state’s economy will get worse than think it will get better.  Maybe folks would have a better outlook if Wisconsin government was more of a help to small business than a hindrance.  

Why is that Wisconsin, a state that ranks 23rd in population, is one of only 9 states with full-time legislatures? How do other medium-size states manage without the full-time help of a bunch of politicians?

I’ll bet they manage a lot better than we do.

William T. Evjue, founder of the Capital Times newspaper, warned decades ago of the dangers of a full-time legislature.  He was right.

I’ve been a champion of smaller government for a long time, too.  I’m not one to say “I told you so,” but . . . 

Wisconsin government was once known for its honesty and ethics, and now it’s known for its dishonest and corruption.

Newspapers across the state—The Wausau Daily Herald, the Green Bay Press-Gazette, the Appleton Post-Crescent, the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, Madison’s Capital Times, all had something to say about the citizens’ mistrust of state government.

Somehow, we have got to do something about the incredible mess professional politicians have created for “we the people” of the state of Wisconsin.  They have taken our state away from us and we have got to take it back.

This is no time to be complacent.  This is a time to get up     and get involved.

I’m Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

And don’t forget, I told you so. 

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 

Or drop in and say hi to me at the Teepee.



