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There’s probably not a person listening to me today who would want to trade places with a medieval serf.  You might not be so sure after you hear what I’ve got to say with “Just a Little Common Sense.” 
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Back in the 15th century, the feudal lord had power over the serfs.  He could grant the right to get married, for example.  The lord could force the serfs to work on his land, for his own profit. Serfs were stuck in one place: they couldn’t move.
Serfs and their families were allowed to farm some of the land to support themselves.  And they were taxed on the produce and profits of their holdings.

They could raise what they wanted to on their lands, and they could sell fruits and vegetables to whomever they chose.
Not all serfs were farmers.  Some of them became craftsmen, blacksmiths, millers, innkeepers.  Serfs could accumulate personal property.   Some of them became wealthier than their lords.

Serfs’ heirs were guaranteed an inheritance. The landowner could not dispossess his serfs without cause and was obligated to protect them from criminals or other lords, and he was expected to support them if they came upon hard times.
Serfs made the laws that governed their own villages, and they enforced these laws.  They were limited in some ways, but they had considerable opportunity as well.
Of course, your medieval serf didn’t have a car, central air conditioning and cable TV, but then, neither did the feudal lord.  From the broadest point of view, there wasn’t a lot of difference between living in a hovel and living in a castle in those days. 

Joe Bast, President of the Heartland Institute, points out in the October edition of his publication The Heartlander, 
in a piece called “Restoring Freedom at Home,” that serfs typically owed their feudal lords about 25% of their crops and livestock, and often much less.

In America, the land of the free, today, our various governments get about 50% of our income.  

At a quarter of his earnings, the serf wasn’t permitted to openly complain.  In America, land of the free, while paying the government half of our income, The Constitution guarantees our right to complain. 
That means that compared to the serf, we are paying 25% of our income for the right to complain.  And in spite of our complaints nothing seems to change.

Further, serfs paid no sales tax, no property tax, no social security tax, no medicare, no telephone tax—no telephone!—no cigarette tax, no liquor tax, no gas tax-- and we pay all of these.

And then we got the fees: Car license, driver’s license, fishing license . . . No serf ever paid for a barber’s license: they generally went for the bowl-on-the-head look, which might be a big improvement over some of the haircuts I see today. 
The serf doesn’t look so bad off now, does he? At your service M’lord.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.” 

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 
Or drop in and say hi to me at the Teepee.
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