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When I recently commented on the mistrust Wisconsin citizens have of their state government, on this radio program, I didn’t know it was going to raise the ire of one, maybe two, listeners.  I’ll tell you all about it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Not long after the November 21st segment, a fellow called this station and suggested that we should be taken off the air.  Station personnel informed him that he could rebut anything I’ve said by appearing on the air, introducing himself and how he could be reached.  The caller hung up.

Later that day an irate fellow showed up at the Teepee, and informed me that I shouldn’t be speaking against the government because we need government.  I wonder what kind of government he thinks we need if we’re not permitted to speak out against it.
There have been plenty of governments in the history of the world that have suppressed free speech.  These governments are known as dictatorships, totalitarian regimes, and tyrannies.  I’m not sure if this was what he had in mind.
Now, I’m not sure if the fellow that showed up at the Teepee is the same fellow that called the station, but he certainly spoke the same language.

To set the record straight, I believe we need government for a number of purposes but we don’t need government to run our private lives.

Governments most likely sprung up in the first place for the safety of the group and humans, being what they are, we still need protection today.  

I certainly question the degree to which we have law enforcement—I don’t think anyone should be in the Monroe County Jail for an expired driver’s license.  
Government is handy when it comes to roads, bridges, sidewalks, sewers, water and zoning.  For example,  I wouldn’t advocate building a hog farm next to the hospital, or race track in a residential area.
Government can play a role when disaster occurs, although sometimes the private sector does one heck of a lot better job than, say, FEMA.

A government of the people, by the people, and for the people is a terrific idea, but government of, by, and for the bureaucracy is a terrible idea.

Thomas Jefferson said, “When the people fear their government, there is tyranny; when the government
fears the people, there is liberty.”

I invite everyone’s opinion and I know everyone isn’t going to agree with me.  The opportunity to debate and discuss issues is absolutely necessary for the success of a democracy.  “Debate” and “discuss” being the key words hear.

I listened to the opinion of the fellow who came into the Teepee and disagreed with me.  And I heard the opinion of the other guy who called the station, if they were, in fact, two different people.

But I disagree vehemently with the idea that we are better off if no one should speak out against, or about, the government.

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com 
Or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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