Just a Little Common Sense

“Politicians Feel Real Bad”

AIRED: January 16, 2006


When Wisconsin Justice catches up with crooked politicians it may not be swift but it is sure.  Sure what?  I’ll tell you all about the Caucus Scandal trials when I come back with Just a Little Common Sense.
Brian Burke was found guilty last fall of a felony and a misdemeanor while holding office in the state senate and running for Attorney General in 2002.  He got 6 months but since he is now a lobbyist he’s getting out on work release.  
Burke was ordered to pay restitution--out of illegally acquired campaign funds.  He said he feels real bad for what he did.  Considering that he started out with double-digit felony charges, I think he’s doing pretty good.
Former Senate Majority Leader Chuck Cvala faced the judge in December and by that time Cvala’s 20 felonies had been knocked down to 2.  Try that if you’re an ordinary citizen and see how far you get.  
Cvala got 9 months and will also get out on work release, but he can’t be a lobbyist for 2 whole years.  Cvala said he feels real bad for what he did, too.

This January, former Assembly Majority Leader Steve Foti, awaiting trial, negotiated a plea bargain.  Dane County DA Brian Blanchard recommends 2 years probation and 30 days in jail.

I’d be willing to bet that Foti gets out on work release because he can’t do his job from a jail cell, either.  What’s his job? He’s a lobbyist . . . and he feels real bad for what he did, too.

According to the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign, part of Foti’s plea bargain means he will testify against his longtime colleague and friend, Representative Scott Jensen.  Possibly that would be “former friend.”  If Jensen is found guilty of a felony he will not be permitted to continue to hold office.
I predict that if Jensen is found guilty he will also feel real bad for what he did and he will get out of jail on work release . . . and he’ll be a lobbyist.

Just when you’d think these guys must be worn out with the stress of all that apologizing, Wisconsin Justice once again dealt with Brian Burke.  Burke will be serving his jail time at home.  Yep.  At home.  

With ordinary Wisconsin citizens sitting in jail for driving without a license, or for smoking pot, or for God-Knows-What, why is it that these politicians get away with felonies and hardly see the inside of a jail cell?
Remember how they told you in the government public school that this is a government of, for, and by the people?  It isn’t.  It’s a government of, for, and by the politicians.  
It will be that way until we, the people, figure out how to change it.
This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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