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They say “The road to hell is paved with good intentions,” but in Wisconsin the road to hell is paved with taxpayer’s dollars and special interest campaign donations.  I’ll be right back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Road-building is at an all-time high in our state.  According to the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, since 1990, road-building is up 68%, adjusted for inflation.

There’s been plenty of money for more roads since the gas tax has nearly doubled over the past 20 years.  I’ve been told that some communities have had road building forced on them, even though they said they didn’t want a new road.
The Journal-Sentinel says that contributions from road builders to state political candidates went from about $150,000 in 1994 to nearly $475,000 in 2002.

One thing you have to say about the contributions that come from the road builders is that they are bipartisan.  It makes no difference whether you’re a republican or a democrat, although it seems to make a considerable difference whether you’re the front runner or not.  

While more and more money has been poured into road building, the number of state employees doing the engineering work has been cut.  That looks like a good thing until you discover that more of the engineering work is outsourced to costly private firms, whose employees often make political contributions.

Dozens of state employees have left the Department of Transportation to go to work for those private companies.  Four of these employees formerly held the top post at the DOT.
Something else that has been cut is maintenance money for state highways.  Maintenance, adjusted for inflation, is down 6%.

For many years the counties have maintained both local and state roads—it’s the cheapest way to do it--but lately the state has reduced its standards.

Counties have been told to repaint only the most critical lane lines and only the most important signs.  Maintenance 

for highway lighting and roadside facilities has been curtailed.  Shoulder maintenance has lapsed.  

Common sense will tell you—and even the experts agree with me on this one—that if you put off maintenance it will cost you more money down the road, so to speak, and meanwhile the roads aren’t as safe as they’d be with proper maintenance.

The more the roads are neglected the worse they’ll get and the more likely the road builders will have to build brand-new ones.

The road to hell may be paved, but certainly not with good intentions. 

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  
Email edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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