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Most of us believe that monopolies are bad and that competition is good, But there’s one area of American life where a monopoly is not only accepted, it’s encouraged.  I’ll tell you all about it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Most of us learned in school that a monopoly on a product or service is not a good thing.  

Remember when there was one phone company and the people who worked there treated us with indifference?  Phone rates were high, there was only one kind of phone, and customers were always mad at the phone company.  

When the monopoly was broken up, rates came down, different kinds of telephones, in all kinds of colors, came on the market, and the people who work at the phone company now, whichever one you’ve chosen to use, are falling-over-themselves-polite.  Competition is a good thing.

Something else we learned in school was that when governments run industries, they are doomed to failure.  We joked about the former Soviet Union’s ineptitude at running factories.  Competition spurs everyone to do better.  The absence of competition encourages complacency and incompetence.
Why is it, then, that American government insists on monopolizing the education of our children? Particularly in view of the fact that our children don’t compare well to countries where education is handled more intelligently. 

Recently on ABC TV’s 20/20, John Stossel spent the whole hour on a segment called, “Stupid in America: How We Cheat Our Kids.”  
Judging by a standard international test, students in countries with a more open attitude toward education do better than American kids.  A lot better. 
In Belgium, money for education is attached to the student, not to the institution, which allows many more possibilities for a good education than the way it’s done 
here.  There are public schools in Belgium but they must compete with private schools.  The public school teachers say the competition from the private sector makes the public schools better, otherwise they’d be out of business.

American teacher’s unions are against competition.  And politicians, bolstered by generous contributions from union members, are quite willing to herd our kids into government schools rather than give them the chance for a better education.

Why are teachers so eager that their profession be a monopoly? What are they afraid of?

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
Let me know what you’re thinking.  Email edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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