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Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle’s veto of the concealed weapons bill survived the legislature’s attempted override.  Some people are relieved, but I’m worried.  I’ll tell you why when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Apparently, Governor Doyle doesn’t like guns.  He must not like the United States Constitution much, either, particularly the second amendment.  That’s the one that says it’s okay for ordinary people to protect themselves from the bad guys.

In a magnificent stroke of illogic, the Governor said the concealed weapon bill doesn’t create jobs.  He’s right.  And neither does the Wisconsin Department of Revenue with its overly aggressive and often unfair treatment of businesses in Wisconsin.  No wonder we have a hard time attracting industry.

Doyle also pointed out that the bill doesn’t improve schools for a single Wisconsin child.  He’s right there, too.  

The Gov didn’t mention that school choice and home schooling would do more for the education of Wisconsin children then pouring more and more money into public schools.

But then, he also didn’t mention the generosity Wisconsin public school teachers have shown in helping to stuff his campaign coffers with record amounts of cash.

The Gov also said that the bill doesn’t help a single Wisconsin citizen afford health care.  He’s right again.  The bill was about a citizen’s right to carry a concealed weapon.

Governor Doyle also said the bill endangers public safety by letting people carry guns in shopping malls, banks and movie theaters.  

Why am I worried? I’m worried because emotion and scare tactics have been used to override research and logic.  Forty-six states have enacted concealed carry laws and, since the 1990’s, violent crime rates have been coming down.

This doesn’t necessarily prove that concealed carry reduces crime, but it does show that concealed carry hasn’t caused epidemics of shootouts in shopping malls, or anywhere else.

The economist John R. Lott, Jr. published the results of his extensive research on guns in two books, “More Guns, Less Crime,” and “The Bias Against Guns.”  According to Lott’s research, you are far safer in a state that allows concealed carry.

Likewise, if you’re interested in increasing your odds of becoming a victim of violent crime, live in a state that doesn’t allow concealed carry.

Lott also points out that many, many crimes are averted by the very presence of a gun that never needs to be fired.  The media tends to avoid those stories and tends to focus on the more lurid ones.

What worries me most of all is that we have a governor who’s not interested in the facts, whether they have to do with schools, or jobs, or the Constitutional right of every citizen to protect himself.  

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.



