Just a Little Common Sense
“Governor Poof!”
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While most states have governors who are just your plain old garden variety more or less average politicians, Wisconsin’s Governor Jim Doyle is truly magical.  I’ll tell you what I mean when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)
Governor Doyle has sure demonstrated a talent for magic, and maybe if he doesn’t get re-elected governor he ought to get a top hat and cane and take his show on the road.  

Let’s take a look at a few of his tricks.

First, it looks like $20,000 in campaign contributions from a couple of Adelman Travel people turned into a $750,000 contract for Adelman Travel.  Shazaam!
But Governor Jim protests that he didn’t even do the trick.  It happened as if by magic! Ta-Da! 

It turns out that former Republican Governor Scott McCallum’s administration had hired a woman named Georgia Thompson in 2001 and it is alleged that she rigged the travel contract bidding process.  This thing has gone beyond magic and is getting downright surreal.

Charged with 2 felonies, Ms. Thompson could be facing a maximum of 20 years in prison. 
It’s hard to figure what her motive might have been since the Gov claims he doesn’t even know who she is.  I’d estimate that by now there are a whole lot of people in the administration who don’t want to know who Ms. Thompson is.  
Next trick, please.

According to Spivak & Bice in the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, a Chicago construction company was awarded a contract worth over $18 million dollars by the Gov’s administration.  About 3 months later, in May, $32,000 or 
so found it’s way from construction company employees, and other Chicago contributors, to Governor Doyle’s campaign chest.  The contract was signed in July.

Inquiries about the connection between contract and contributions were made and—here the magic begins—the company’s general counsel who was supposed to explain the situation disappeared from the scene! And presto-change-o, up popped a public relations press release in his place!

Apparently the donations only had to do with keeping the nation’s infrastructure safe for everyone.  As if by magic, there was no connection at all with politics.  Absolutely no connection between the contract and politics.  For gosh sakes, that would be illegal! Ta-Da.

Does everyone remember how, in the 2002 gubernatorial campaign 3 casinos contributed $750,000 to the Democratic National Committee and shortly thereafter the committee deposited a million dollars in Jim’s campaign account? 

These tricks are sure impressive but I’d prefer a governor with less magic and a lot more integrity.
This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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