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While politicians in an election year jabber about bringing more industry into Wisconsin, it looks like our state government is more skilled at driving industry away.  I’ll tell you all about it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.” 
(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce is a non-profit association representing all kinds of businesses throughout the state.  Based on a survey of more than 70 companies and business trade associations, WMC issued a report in January on the Wisconsin Department of Revenue.
The 32-page report is called “Tax Collection in Wisconsin: Providing Fairness for Taxpayers.”  It looks like businesses have quite a few issues with the WDOR.  For instance:
The Wisconsin Department of Revenue gives inconsistent advice, fails to provide advice on certain hot button issues, employs audit practices which it did not make official as a rule or publish in a publication.

AND, The WDOR disregards its own guidance, gives advice contrary to established law, provides inconsistent treatment from one audit to another, coerces taxpayers to agree to extend the statute of limitations on audits and waiving their appeal and refund rights.

AND, the Department regularly imposes the negligence penalty.  The report goes on to cite numerous problems in the appeal process for the taxpayer, whom we really ought to refer to as the Victim.

Looks as though Organized Crime could learn something from the WDOR when it comes to collecting money.

In one example, WDOR published guidance in January 2005 regarding sales tax for certain temporary employment services, declaring that temporary employment services are taxable.

Based on that opinion, those services now face sales tax assessments going back several years, including interest and the possibility of having to pay a 25% negligence penalty.
The report says that many taxpayers have lost faith in the ability to get a straight answer from WDOR.  No kidding! 
One Wisconsin business responded to the survey with this comment, “One auditor walked in the business and introduced  himself as the ‘million dollar man’ because he brings in more than a million dollars through fines and penalties each year.”
Apparently the bureaucrats in Madison have once again forgotten who pays their wages.  It’s a wonder there are any businesses left in Wisconsin.

Isn’t it obvious that any level-headed business person would avoid a place where the government is more interested in extorting money from the taxpayers—pardon me, from the Victims—than it is in representing the will of the people?

I wonder how much industry the Department of Revenue has succeeded in driving away so far?
This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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