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We used to make fun of the former Soviet Union because their bungling government bureaucracy couldn’t do anything right. Sad to say, I think the old USSR has met its incompetent equal right here in the good old USA.  I’ll be right back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

The Hurricane Katrina disaster demonstrates a frightening ineptitude on the part of our own federal, state and local governments.  Of course, the officials all know who’s to blame for the fiasco that followed the destruction.  It was Somebody Else.  

After Katrina, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA, sent 10,770 trailer homes to Hope, Arkansas, where they currently occupy most of the local airport and an adjacent pasture.
Thousands of families in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama are still waiting for the housing units.  The project might have been more effective if FEMA had delivered the homes to where they were needed instead of to Arkansas.

FEMA spent $500 million on the trailers, and pays $25,000 a month storage.  Since there is now concern that rain may cause the trailers to sink in the mud, FEMA plans to set them on a 290-acre bed of gravel, at a cost of only $6 million.    

But every cloud has a silver lining and so does this one, not for the people in need but for the people of Arkansas.  Many truckers hauling the trailers are getting fined up to $425 for not having the proper permit, or for getting stuck on the road after dark.
Jobs have been created for security guards and maintenance workers and others to tend to the trailers.  And the truckers coming into Hope, Arkansas, add money to the local economy.  

Why haven’t the mobile homes found their way to the victims of Katrina who need them? It turns out that federal regulations forbid trailer homes to be positioned in flood plains, and by gosh, as luck would have it, much of the 
area hit by Katrina lies in a flood plain.  Isn’t that just the way it goes!
Not only is FEMA vexed by federal regulations, but Louisiana officials have a problem with the mobile homes, too.  I suppose they’ve got yet another law, just to make doubly sure nobody ever sets a trailer house on a flood plain, not even in an emergency.

Hasn’t anybody in government ever heard of a variance?  

I don’t know a lot about the geography of Louisiana but I would guess that the levees around much of New Orleans should have tipped off FEMA about the flood plain.  

You remember the levees, the ones that were never fixed, even though the government knew they needed fixing.  The ones that broke and caused the flooding of New Orleans.
We’ve gotten to the point where our laws and our rules and our regulations and our various governments are so tangled and convoluted, that if this bungling American bureaucracy continues to grow, why, in no time at all we’ll be just like the old Soviet Union.  

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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