Just a Little Common Sense
“Public Money, My Eye!”
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For a long time now, people have wondered what’s going to happen with the national debt.  You might not believe this, but the government’s come up with a plan, and I’ll tell you all about it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

The national debt is up to 8.2 trillion dollars and considering that the upcoming federal budget is around 2.7 trillion, I doubt it’s going to be paid off any time soon.
Trillion? When I was in school—granted that was quite a while ago—nobody talked about numbers like trillions.  I don’t know if “trillion” was even a number at that time.  Million was about as far as our imaginations would go, with billion way off there somewhere on the horizon.  
You probably know that a million is a one with 6 zeroes behind it.  A billion has got 9 zeroes and a trillion has got 12.  What comes next? I don’t know, but it might be disaster for our economy, our country, and our way of life.
How did we get here? 

Politicians from Day One, if not before, have never had much problem spending other people’s money—the taxpayer’s money—because once it gets into the hands of the government, it becomes “Public Money.”

“Public Money” is music to the ears of your average politician.  Although maybe not quite as good as the music of “Special Interest Money,” Public Money does have the advantage that it doesn’t belong to anybody in particular! At least according to the politicians.
That phrase, “Public Money,” has caused all kinds of problems for ordinary people.  It ought to be outlawed.

As things stand today, it would take a contribution of $27,000 from every man, woman and child in this country to even up the debt.    

And they’d have to act soon because the debt keeps growing.  Social Security and Medicare’s unfunded liabilities under 
current law run to more than $40 trillion.  We’ve moved from public money to play money.

Here’s the government’s solution to the problem: Look on the web site for the Bureau of Public Debt—it should be called Bureaucrat Debt—and on that web site the last question on it’s Frequently Asked Questions is:

“How do you make a contribution to reduce the debt?”

They tell you where to send your check.  I’m not making this up.  I’ve read that they receive a few hundred thousand dollars every year from—I could say “civic-minded”
Americans but another word comes to mind. 
As usual, the politicians are doing what they do best: Getting their hands on other people’s money.  Can you believe it?

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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