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Two men in uniform enter the main reading room of a public library.  They announce that it is forbidden to use the library’s computers to view Internet pornography.  I’ll tell you where this happened when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

One of the uniformed men confronts a patron about a web site the patron is visiting.  The patron is asked to step outside.  A librarian intervenes, a policeman is called, and the two uniformed men leave.

This story was told by Miami Herald columnist Leonard Pitts, based on an account by Washington Post reporter Cameron W. Barr.

Where did this event take place? In a county public library in Bethesda, Maryland, USA, the country we used to think of as the land of the free.
The uniformed men were employees of the county’s department of Homeland Security and had no authority whatsoever to question what a library patron might be looking at on the Internet.

This is not about pornography, this is about government encroachment on individual freedom.

Whether you like it or not, the words “Police State” come to mind.  As Pitts points out in his article, U.S. citizens are being detained without charges, the government can check up on what you’ve been reading, and the government eavesdrops illegally on its citizens.

Ever since 911, armed with a Patriot Act that has nothing to do with patriotism, our government has expanded its control and power, and violated the liberty of the people. 

There are plenty of folks who would prefer not to hear what I’m saying because it scares them, but the truth is, as Thomas Jefferson said, “The price of liberty is eternal vigilance.”

Jefferson was talking about vigilance toward your government, not toward your neighbors.  When President 
George W. Bush was a candidate for office in 1999, he said, “There ought to be limits to freedom.”  He was commenting about a web site that made fun of him.    

I’d rather side with Jefferson.  Without strict adherence to the Bill of Rights, there will be no freedom in America. Those who think I’m over-reacting now may understand later about our loss of freedom--when it’s too late.
Someday, uniformed men from the Department of Homeland Security may walk into your library and announce that all the citizens who are reading, or using the Internet for any purpose, are under arrest.  Only this time, they will have the authority to do so.

Patriotic Americans, do you mind giving up your freedom in the name of Homeland Security, or perhaps because a president doesn’t like what you have to say? 

Remember what Benjamin Franklin had to say: People who are

willing to trade security for freedom soon find out that they have neither freedom or security.

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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