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Wouldn’t it be nice if elections were fair and politicians weren’t corrupt? What if there was a bill that ensured us of clean campaigns? I’ll tell you what’s going on when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

In February, Representative David Obey, of Wisconsin’s 7th Congressional District, introduced H.R. 4694, a bill that will apparently guarantee clean election campaigns.  At this point the legislation would only cover the House of Representatives but I’m sure that in the future the influence of H.R. 4694 would be felt all over the country.

It’s called the “Let the People Decide Clean Campaign Act.” 
What could be better than that!

A few questions about the bill do come to mind.  The first is that whenever politicians want to slip something by the people they give it a sweet-sounding name.  Nobody would have gone for anything called “The Act to Deprive Citizens of Their Rights,” but a whole lot of folks welcomed “The Patriot Act.”
The bill in question says that taxpayers will pay for all House election campaigns.  I wonder if Representative Obey consulted the taxpayers on this one.  I suppose it doesn’t say “taxpayers” but probably says the money will come out of Public Monies or some such generality so the taxpayers won’t catch on that it’s coming from them.

The bill further says that nominees from parties that had averaged 25% of the vote in a given Congressional District in the last two elections would get full public funding.  I guess it wouldn’t be proper form to come right out and say “Democrats and Republicans will get full public funding.”
Anyone else would get full funding IF they could come up with signed petitions numbering 20% of the last vote cast. 
They would get partial funding if they could come up with 10% of the last vote cast.

The part that sends shivers down my spine is that according to the bill, candidates who don’t qualify for funding would be barred from spending any privately raised money on their campaigns.

The bill would effectively prevent 3rd party and independent candidates from running for office.  This is an affront to all American citizens and to the Constitution on which this country was founded.   

Could it be that Representative Obey and his seven co-sponsors are concerned that the people are looking for alternatives to the two ruling class parties?
If you’re not happy with the way things are now, just imagine what it would be like if the Democrats and Republicans were guaranteed no competition.

Obey might call his bill the “Let the People Decide Clean Campaign Act” but I’m calling it the “Act to Stamp Out Free Elections in America.” 

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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