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Decades ago we used to refer to American Communists as

“the enemy within,” but I’ve found an enemy within far more threatening than Communists, and I’ll tell you all about it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Since its inception in 1970, the Occupational Safety and Health administration, better known as OSHA, has been keeping a watchful eye on American industry, and boy, what a job they’ve been doing.

Take the Glen-Gery brick factory in Pennsylvania, for instance.  Until OSHA came along, nobody knew that place had a lot of railings that were 39 and 40 inches high.  Regulations clearly state that the railings are supposed to be 42 inches high.  

OSHA found a storage shed filled with a material they deemed hazardous.  It was sand.  The shed was outfitted with a big POISON sign, I suppose so that some kid with a beach pail and shovel wouldn’t scatter that hazardous material all over the place.

The truth is that sand is mainly made up of silica and silica dust can cause serious respiratory problems—if you inhale the stuff every day for 20 years or so and don’t wear a mask.

OSHA regularly finds problems with oil rags in the factory shop (fire hazard), and lots of problems with papers, not as a fire hazard, but with internal forms that have the wrong box checked.  
It must take a special sort of human being to be an OSHA inspector.
The inspectors are not interested in Glen-Gery’s safety record, and will not discuss whether a violation has anything to do with safety.
OSHA has named over 600,000 toxic substances and, you may have already guessed it, bricks are included.  A Material 
Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) must be supplied with each pallet of bricks.

If you cut a brick with a saw, a small amount of silica dust will be produced, although driving on a dusty road is more hazardous than sawing a brick.

The MSDS sheet for bricks tells workers how to identify a brick.  For your information it is a hard ceramic body with no odor. The MSDS also documents the boiling point of a brick—I swear I am not making this up.  Bricks boil at 3500 degrees Fahrenheit, in case you’re planning on making brick soup any time soon. 
I learned all this, and more, from a book called THE DEATH OF COMMON SENSE, by Philip K. Howard, and he wasn’t making it up, either.
Who’s the enemy within? I don’t think it’s Communists.  It’s not only OSHA inspectors, it’s every self-righteous, mindless bureaucrat who is more interested in limiting our freedoms and stamping out our prosperity with endless forms and procedures and rules and regulations and prohibitions and on and on and on.

It would be funny if it wasn’t so sad. 

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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