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Would you rather have couples living together with a legal contract or would you rather have couples living together without such a contract?  I’ll tell you what I mean when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Many years ago, you seldom encountered a couple living out of wedlock.  These days, many couples choose to live together without being married, even though they love each other and have no desire to be apart.

Some get married because of religious beliefs, and some marry because of legal considerations, and you can’t imagine why some people got married at all.  Everybody’s different from everybody else in an infinite variety of ways and it’s none of my business what anyone decides to do within the privacy of his or her own life.  
The only opinion that makes any sense is that a person ought to be with another person who wants to be with them, whether they are married or not.
Everyone doesn’t agree with me on this.  It is estimated that somewhere between one and ten percent of the population is forbidden from getting married.  I’m talking about gays and lesbians who live in states banning same-sex marriage.
Politicians and others who oppose same-sex marriage nitpick over whether marriage is legally intended to be between a man and a woman rather than looking at the human issue involved here.
As much as we like to pretend there’s a sure distinction between the sexes, we all know that distinction isn’t all that definite.  Some women are a bit on the masculine side and some men a bit on the feminine.  That doesn’t mean they’re attracted to their own sex.

Some men whom you might think would be gay are heterosexual and some men you might think would be straight are gay.  The same is true with women.
God, or nature—however you wish to think about it--provides all kinds of variations in life and we are on shaky ground when we as a group try to decide what is best for each 
individual.  Better let the individuals decide what is best for themselves.

With the same-sex marriage issue we are legislating an area that is beyond the capabilities of law, at least in a society that touts the value of freedom.  No matter what kind of rules or taboos or rites anyone’s religion might have, moral licensing ought not to be the domain of government.
Our society has always believed in the separation of church and state and we have often made diligent effort to uphold those values.  The wisest thing we could do is respect the legality of marriage with a civil contract, just like any other contract between two parties.  

Government does not forbid marriage based on religious belief, or race, or any other category, except sexual preference. 

Let the government take care of the contract, and leave the morality of the union up to the individuals and their own beliefs, whether they are gay or lesbian or heterosexual.

This is Ed Thompson with Just a Little Common Sense.

Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send email to: edthompson@b945country.com or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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