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I’ve said a lot about individual rights and freedom over the past months, but these days the whole idea of rights has gotten way out of hand.  I’ll tell you what I mean when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
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Nearly everyone remembers the court case about the 79-year-old woman who spilled McDonald’s hot coffee on her lap, burned herself, and won a $640,000 settlement.  I’m sure the 3rd degree burns she sustained were legitimate and painful, but shouldn’t a person be expected to take responsibility for buying something that is known to be hot? I guess not because, after all, she has her rights.
I wouldn’t want to buy her a cup of coffee, or sell her a car, or even give her a present.  She might not like the gift and sue me for causing depression.

How about the parents who sued the little league coaches because their son injured his eye when he tried to catch a fly ball in the outfield? 

The parents argued that their son, who normally played second base, had not been given proper instructions on how to play in the outfield.  They got $25,000.  After all, they’ve got their rights.  
Back in the 90’s, 3 employees of the Seattle Police Department got disability, not for being permanently maimed in the line of duty, but for falling out of their chairs!

Government employees elsewhere have been known to sue, not only for falling out of chairs, but for suffering paper cuts! It’s their right isn’t it?  All you need is a good lawyer.
These so-called rights, doled out by politicians eager to pander to anyone who may increase their chances of winning the next election, are a far cry from the rights we all ought to be concerned about.

I’m speaking of The Bill of Rights, the only document in all of human history that puts down in writing the rights granted to us by our Creator, not by any government.  They 
are inalienable rights.  They can’t be surrendered or transferred to anyone else.  They can’t be taken away.

Politicians and bureaucrats have created so many laws and rules and regulations in this country that rather than trust principles and human judgment to determine right from wrong, we rely on a mountain of undecipherable paper.
We are at this sorry place in our history, where no one dares to take responsibility for anything, because if something goes wrong somebody’s going to pay for it.

Teachers can’t discipline students, a government supervisor can’t fire a totally incompetent employee, and doctors may get sued for doing the best job they can.
We fool ourselves into believing that all these laws and restrictions protect us, but what they really do is take away our freedom.    

We’d be better off with the rights given to us by our Creator, and dropping the phony ones invented by the politicians, the bureaucrats, and the lawyers.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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