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There is something oozing through the fabric of America life that saps the strength of both the individual and the society.  I’ll tell you what I’m talking about when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”


(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

You would think that in this age of the Internet and satellite TV and around-the-clock news, and information everywhere, that people would be alive with fresh ideas and charged with enthusiasm for living.
That doesn’t appear to be the case.  Instead, we are asphyxiating ourselves in an atmosphere of political correctness. 
Do we really want everyone to be the same, so that no one is better than anyone else, so that we all live exactly like our neighbors, so that our world should be risk-free, germ-free and homogenized?
The problem is, life isn’t like that.  Life is messy, not antiseptic.  Life is real.

Bureaucrats, on the other hand are unreal.  Bureaucrats, whether in government or the private sector, are the epitome of sameness, more interested in process than results, adept at avoiding decisions rather than making them, eager to do as little as possible.
As the bureaucracy has grown in America, we’ve also seen greater and greater efforts on the part of bureaucrats to impose their concept of life--or should I call it semi-life--onto the rest of us.

“Sameness” often gets mistakenly for equality.
But some people are smarter than others, some are physically stronger, some are better-looking, others are talented athletes or artists or musicians.  Everyone is different and we ought to accept that reality.   
Did you know we spend $11 on special education students for every one cent we spend on gifted students.  At first glance this might seem a noble thing to do, but what about 
the bright students? Is it the idea that the bright ones can fend for themselves?

By not spending money on the gifted students we must consider how many opportunities we are missing for finding a cure for disease, for solving the problem of world hunger, and ultimately for making the world a better place.

Please understand that I’m not cold-hearted about the needs of special ed students, but neither am I cold-hearted about the needs of bright students.

It’s as though the object is to bring the special ed students up and bring the bright students down so that everyone will be the same.
What we need is a good dose of common sense, not only in education but in all facets of American life.  As it stands, the apparent goal of our whole society is to bring everyone to the same, mediocre level.

It’s the perfect bureaucratic dream, but for me, it’s a nightmare.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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