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First there was TABOR, the Taxpayer’s Bill Of Rights, and now the current thing is TPA, which stands for Taxpayer Protection Amendment.  Wisconsin state government has been working overtime but it’s hard to tell who’s being protected.  I’ll be right back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
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The Taxpayer’s Bill Of Rights sounded so good and so right when it was introduced by Representatives Frank Lassee and Jeff Wood in the Wisconsin Legislature back in November of 2003.  After all, when Colorado got a Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, that state’s economic status went from pretty bad to just plain pretty.

What could make more sense than indexing state taxes to inflation and population increase?

TABOR made so much sense that a significant proportion of state elected officials thought it made a little too much sense.  TABOR was looking like a lost cause until a new idea came along.  Rather than limit taxation, why not just limit spending?
And the Taxpayer Protection Amendment was born.  Jeff Wood was the chief Assembly sponsor, and back in February the amendment appeared to be quite the barricade against reckless spending.  But then came the inevitable watering-down.

Since the Assembly narrowly passed the loop-holed version of the TPA in April, there has been quite an uproar over who was right and who was wrong.  And whether the amendment would do any good at all--good for the people of the state, that is.

Frank Lassee, in his “Lassee’s Notes,” said they’d passed a “Swiss-cheese spending limit that will do very little but guarantee a headline.”

Assembly Speaker John Gard was quoted in the Milwaukee-Journal Sentinel as declaring that Lassee is a “Press 
release conservative who doesn’t care about getting anything done.”
There were many other opinions and barbs flying around.  Some said the diluted amendment was a gift to the road builders because the transportation fund was left exempt from the limits.  That looks to me like a politician’s pot of gold—and an awful lot more road building for Wisconsin in the years to come.

And that’s only one reason why the people have reason to distrust most politicians.  No telling how many new interpretive loop holes could be found in the amendment, all of them inevitably leading to more spending.

In 2005, the Wisconsin Policy Research Institute reported that 47% of Wisconsin residents think elected officials represent their own interests.  Only 6% of state citizens think elected officials represent their constituents’ interests.  And these numbers are a lot worse than they were in 2002.

Maybe the most effective way to limit spending would be to handcuff elected officials to their chairs so they can’t get their hands on the checkbook.  We’ve tried just about everything else.
This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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