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Don’t try to tell me Wisconsin lawmakers aren’t doing their jobs.  We’ve got more than a full-time legislature—ours must be working double- or triple-time.  I’ll tell you what I’m talking about when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
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With the help of two assistants, I found that there were 2,207 bills introduced into the Senate and the Assembly since January of 2005.  The list of what the bills relate to comes to an additional 167 pages, and that’s not counting the 14-page list of resolutions.
Those hardworking men and women in that other world known as the dome didn’t have time to pass all the bills, but according to the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel the governor did sign 384 of them into law.
I don’t know the exact number of pages these bills and laws fill since my assistants didn’t have enough time to count them.  
However, we did manage to compute the average number of pages in a sampling of bills submitted in both the Assembly and the Senate.  According to our numbers, an Assembly bill averages nearly 15 pages and a senate bill averages less than 10.

I’m not sure what these numbers are trying to tell us but at first look you might say those folks in the Assembly are working a lot harder than those in the Senate.  But, the wheels of government don’t necessarily turn in such an obvious fashion.  If you don’t believe me, just take a peek into campaign financing.
The Assembly outnumbers the Senate by better than 3 to 1, which tells us right away that you’d expect the Assembly to create 3 times as much paper as the Senate.
According to my assistants, the Assembly created 17,885 pages of bills and the Senate created 7,177 pages.  Given the numbers, you’d have expected the Assembly to come up with over 21,500 pages!
It’s starting to look like the Assembly is a bunch of slackers! At least when compared to the Senate.  
Or maybe both houses have been working way, way too hard.  Could it be that they want to justify their generous salaries, platinum-coated fringe benefits and lucrative pensions to the rest of us?
I can’t tell you what each of these bills and laws mean.  It would take quite a while just to read through the 167 page list of what the dang things relate to.

I doubt there’s any other Wisconsin citizens who know what all these things are about either.  I’d be surprised if the legislators themselves know what all these bills and laws are about.

Maybe our legislators ought to take some time off to give the rest of us a chance to read what they’ve been up to.  I’d strongly suggest when they come back in, say, two or three years, they do so with substantially reduced salaries and benefits.  
That would give them a chance to come down to earth, where the rest of us are.
This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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