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The only resolutions most folks make are on New Year’s Day, often in the presence of a hangover.  Wisconsin State Government has got a whole different idea concerning resolutions and I’ll tell you all about it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

(30 SECOND COMMERCIAL)

Last week when I pointed out the thousands of pages of bills submitted in the legislature since January of 2005, I referred to the additional 14 pages of what the resolutions relate to.  Correction: There were 14 additional pages relating to joint resolutions but my assistants also discovered there were 4 more pages for just the Assembly and 2 more pages for just the Senate. 

As to the 267 resolutions themselves, a number of them pay tribute to the life and accomplishments of various Wisconsin citizens.  We noticed that when it comes to military service tributes the legislators tend to add all of their names as coauthors of the resolution.  You can’t go wrong there.
Senate Joint Resolution SJR 4 (Assembly Joint Resolution AJR 9) relates to recognizing February 6th as Ronald Reagan Day in Wisconsin.  Do you suppose every state legislature has the time to recognize Ronald Reagan Day? Or would it only be the full-time ones? 

There’s a resolution for celebrating St. David’s Day on March 1, 2005.  There’s another resolution for celebrating the same day in 2006 as well.  I guess resolutions have to be renewed every year because they don’t stick as well as bills do.  Once a bill becomes law we are stuck with it forever unless a whole lot of effort is made to repeal it.

There’s another resolution that declares May as Manufacturing Month in Wisconsin.  Since manufacturing has recently been going south in more ways than one, I don’t know if it can fill up a whole 30 days.  Maybe there ought to be another resolution to make May a shorter month.

There’s a resolution for Brett Favre Day, and resolutions commending the UW men’s cross country team, and both the men’s and women’s University of Wisconsin 
hockey teams, and there’s one for Tibet Day, and one proclaiming March National Athletic Training Month. 
And then there’s Red Cross Month, and St. Patrick’s Day, and declaring the week of April 11 to 14 UW Spirit Week, and on and on. 

Considering how hard our legislature must be working to create those 2,200-odd bills I told you about last time, I think it’s about time we, the citizens of Wisconsin, help out a bit by creating some resolutions of our own.

Here’s my first one.  Resolved, that politicians ought to cut through the biomass and pay attention to the important issues.

If you don’t know what biomass is, I refer you to my commentary from May 1st.  I think you’ll get the idea.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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