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Some days you wish you’d never read the papers.  Last week I got hit with news that made my blood boil, and it happened two days in a row.  I suppose you’ve already guessed I was reading about politicians.  I’ll be right back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
(30 SEC COMMERCIAL)

Last Tuesday, May 30, I read an editorial in the Wisconsin State Journal about the Caucus Scandal Felons.  Not only did these characters steal money from the taxpayers by paying staff members to work on illegal re-election campaigns, the same felons also are eligible for state pensions!

According to the Journal, triple-felon Scott Jensen could get a pension of at least $1,600 a month, double-felon Chuck Cvala could get more than $1,700, and felon Brian Burke could get more than $1,000 a month in government retirement payments.
I wonder if the ordinary felons in our state penitentiaries will be asking for pensions when they retire? After all, criminals do a great service to the community by providing employment for police officers, social workers, probation officers and prison employees.

Elected felons don’t provide as much employment as the ordinary felons because the trend is to let the elected ones serve their time at home.  And it’s not much time, either.

The Journal had to “make certain assumptions” and use a state formula to estimate the pension payments for Jensen, Cvala and Burke because—I’m not making this up—the exact size of the pension checks sent to retired Wisconsin officials is kept secret!

Then, on Wednesday, May 31, I read “Lasee’s Notes,” the weekly information page sent out by 2nd Assembly District Representative Frank Lasee.
In the course of encouraging a Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, Representative Lasee mentions that Wisconsin’s state debt is nearly $9 billion! You bet we need a taxpayer’s bill of rights, and the sooner the better.

The “Notes” also points out that the combined debt of federal, state and local governments is nearly $60 trillion! In the who’s-going-to-pay-for-it category, that comes out to more than $500,000 for every American household!
That number makes Wisconsin’s share look comparatively small but it doesn’t make me feel any better.

It’s annoying enough to owe money based on debt subscribed to by our various governments, but it’s even more annoying to know that Wisconsin’s home-grown, elected politicians not only added to the debt by their own illegal campaign spending, they will probably reap pension benefits to boot.
I am ashamed to say that even Illinois, the state that we used to look down on as a model of government corruption, even Illinois won’t pay pension benefits to anyone convicted of a felony related to his or her public job.

Couldn’t we do at least that much for the taxpayers of Wisconsin?

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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