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You all know I’ve complained about taxes, and you know, just about everybody complains about taxes, but when the IRS goes after a non-profit kid’s soccer association, well, that’s a real kick in the head.  I’ll be right back with Just a Little Common Sense.

30 SECOND COMMERCIAL

According to a New York Times article, reprinted in the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, the Fairfield (Connecticut) United Soccer Association started out as a group of parents who wanted to give their kids a chance to play soccer.

Today, the membership, and the budget, of this non-profit group has soared.  In 2004, they raised $392,000 in dues.  The problem for the association is that acquiring this much cash has attracted unwanted attention from the government.

In the old days of the soccer league, around 1974, many of the coaches were parent volunteers.  But these days, coaches and referees are paid, not as employees but as independent contractors.  
And on this point the IRS drives the wedge that will undoubtedly separate the Fairfield United Soccer Association from its money.

You would think that here in the Land of the Free you’d be able to hire anyone you wanted to, on the terms that both parties agreed to, like the founders of this country intended.  That’s not how it works.
Our government takes issue with the hiring of an independent contractor rather than an employee because money withheld from an employee’s wages goes directly to the government, with no chance of the income not being reported and taxes collected by the IRS.  When you stop to think about it, it’s a lot like a police state, isn’t it? 

Government spokesman Bruce I. Friedland says the IRS “has an important interest in proper classification of workers.”  That statement, Mr. Friedland, is a pile of deceptive Bull . . .  Biomass! 

The government seeks $334,441 in back taxes and fines from the children’s soccer group.  According to the association’s president, Jay Skelton, that amount of money will drive the non-profit league out of business. 

Once the IRS gets the money out of the soccer association it would only be natural—in the IRS’s unnatural way—to go after little league baseball and Pop Warner football teams.

They might as well go after the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, the Cub Scouts, and all the other youth groups across the country.  If the group doesn’t have the cash, I’m sure the IRS would be able to find a way to shake down the youngsters for their lunch money.

Will we see the day when the government pays for global warfare, pays to imprison more and more citizens found guilty of victimless crimes, and reduces taxes to the rich, all on the backs of ten-year-old children.
What a kick in the head! And what a sorry comment on a once-great nation.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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