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I’ve complained often about the excessive number of laws foisted on Wisconsin citizens by a hyperactive, full-time legislature, but even I am appalled by what I’ve recently learned about state gaming laws.  I’ll be right back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

3O SECOND COMMERCIAL

According to the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, a Clark County woman named Penny Funk applied to the state for permission to hold a Ducky Derby fund raiser to benefit an after-school program for underprivileged kids.  The program is known as House of Friends.

A ducky derby works like this: People purchase numbered tickets from the charity sponsor.  Rubber ducks with corresponding numbers are floated down a river toward a finish line.  The holder of the winning number gets a cash prize.  The charity gets some cash, too.  Essentially, it’s a raffle.  

Ducky derbies have been held all over Wisconsin.  At the River Bend Nature Center in Racine.  There’s a rubber duck derby in Lodi.  The Wisconsin Rapids Fire Department Women’s Association sponsored one in the Wisconsin River.

It’s as American as apple pie.

But the state refused to grant Ms. Funk a permit to float ducks down the river to benefit underprivileged kids.  Why?

Believe it or not, rubber duck racing for money is against Wisconsin law.  Even if the money goes to charity.  

But raffles, along with bingo, are not against the law.  Apparently, savvy duck derby sponsors apply for a raffle permit rather than a rubber ducky one.

Robert Sloey, a supervisor to the state Office of Charitable Gaming, said that organizations that hold a duck race can be charged in criminal court.  I would like to know if supervisor Sloey was able to keep a straight face while he said this.

Sloey acknowledged that his division has yet to report a rubber duck race to the state Department of Justice.  But 
he added, (quote) “If they want to maintain and not lose their license, they have to follow the rules.  We’re going to make sure they are compliant with the law.” (end quote)

State Representative Scott Suder was quoted as saying that “Shutting down a ducky derby is plain un-American.”

I agree, and I’d go further to say that a good deal of what our overactive lawmakers, law enforcement, and bureaucrats do is un-American.  

I disagree with Suder about his wanting to introduce corrective legislation to allow charitable groups to hold duck derbies.

The solution is not to enact more laws but rather to throw out the excess of mindless laws we’ve already got, including the one that distinguishes a duck derby from a raffle. 

And I’d say we ought to throw out a good number of the idiots in state government who dream up and administer these ridiculous laws as well.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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