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After telling you about the illegality of Ducky Derby races last week, I haven’t been able to get them, or Penny Funk, off my mind.  I left out part of the story.  I’ll tell you all about it when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

30 SECOND COMMERCIAL

For those who might have missed my last commentary, the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel reported that the state of Wisconsin refused to grant Ms. Penny Funk a permit to hold a rubber ducky race to raise money for charity.  Unlike bingo and raffles, rubber duck races are against the law.

Ms. Funk expressed concern that while the government deems rubber ducky races illegal, state-run ads for the lottery are against the law as well.

Ms. Funk says the lottery commercials encourage people to buy tickets, which is against state law.  Having seen quite a few of those commercials, I don’t see how any sane person could disagree with Ms. Funk.

Except a state employee.  A spokesperson for the Wisconsin Lottery, Jessica Iverson, said the commercials offer information on ticket prices, the nature of the specific game, and the winning numbers. She said, (quote) “We adhere to the statutes put forth for the state lottery.” (end quote)
Ms. Iverson must not get to watch a lot of television.  
I have a couple of questions: 1) Why should the state be able to break its own law and run ads that are obviously designed to entice folks to gamble on the lottery? and 2) 

Why should the statutes permit the state to sponsor gambling but prohibit charities from doing the same thing?

It could be that the money spent on a ducky derby to benefit poor kids is money that won’t get spent on the lottery.
In the July edition of Milwaukee Magazine there is an article that paints a different picture of the Wisconsin Lottery than does Jessica Iverson.  The article is called “Lottery Hell,” and says that among lottery winners 
“financial problems, criminal arrests, substance abuse and divorce are disturbingly common.”
You don’t hear about those kinds of problems with rubber duck races.
The magazine article also points out that a disproportionate percentage of the record $142 million taken in by the lottery for the first quarter of this year was contributed by poor people.
The odds of winning the lottery are really terrible, about 1 in 175 million, but actually winning means taking a big risk, too.

Maybe Ms. Iverson and her cronies at the Wisconsin Lottery ought to be required to run ads emphasizing the lousy odds and the nightmares that frequently plague lottery winners.
We’d be a lot better off with more rubber duck races and a lot less lottery.

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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