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When some people criticize the government they are careful to say, It’s not the people in government, it’s the system.  How did the system get into the shape it’s in today? I’ll have a few ideas when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”
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What happened to our once squeaky-clean Wisconsin government? One thing that happened is we now have a full-time legislature, although some folks would say we’ve got a part-time legislature on a full-time salary.  
If they’re only working part-time, I’d hate to see how much damage they’d do if they were full-time.
Once you’ve got a politician depending on his or her government position for full-time income, you’ve got a politician that can be bought by special interests with ease.  You’ve got a problem.
Full-time politicians are naturally going to try to pass as many laws as they can, for a couple of reasons: 1) That’s what they do best, and 2) The more laws they pass, the better they’ll look to their constituents, or so they think.  
I don’t pretend to understand the internal workings of your average politician’s mind, but many of them are intoxicated with their own power.  And I believe many of them mistakenly think that they are the ones most fit to run things.  And by “run things” I mean run absolutely everything.

Not that they’re all bad—sometimes they’re just confused or misdirected.

When I recently commented on the idiocy of banning rubber duck races, I pointed out that Representative Scott Suder said he wanted to draft legislation, or institute corrective legislation, to allow charitable organizations to hold duck derbies.

Representative Suder’s heart is in the right place, but his head isn’t.  The corrective legislation called for would be to get rid of the crazy law that says you have to 
get a permit from the state to raise money for charity in the first place.

Politicians tend to not repeal laws.  They tend to modify them, add to them, convolute them, do anything but get rid of them.

Do you ever wonder how many laws or ordinances are passed because one person did something to excess and then the government decides that no one can do that thing at all, to any degree?

There’s your politician-mind in action: Far more interested in controlling all the people rather than restricting the one who might be causing trouble.  And far more interested in limiting the freedoms of the majority.

The next time someone tries to tell you that our governmental problems are the fault of the system, not the politicians and the bureaucrats, please remind them that it’s the politicians and bureaucrats who make the system what it is in the first place.
This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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