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Republicans are mad at me.  Libertarians are mad at me.  Some friends are mad at me.  I haven’t heard from any Democrats that I know of, but I’ll bet some of them are mad at me, too.  Why are they angry? I’ll tell you when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

30 SECOND COMMERCIAL

I made the terrible mistake of speaking out in favor of freedom of speech in the case of Kevin Barrett and 911.  I am appalled at the spew of venom directed at Mr. Barrett by politicians, including our 2 Wisconsin gubernatorial candidates, and by television personalities, and even by some friends of mine.

I am appalled at people who claim to be patriotic Americans, yet become enraged at the mere suggestion that the rights of all citizens ought to be respected.  Even those we don’t agree with.  

As I said, I’ve caught a share of this anger myself.

Popular Milwaukee radio talk show host, Charlie Sykes, in his thoughtful way, said I’ve proven that I’m a crackpot.  A Republican blogger said I’m officially off the deep end.  He also said I ought to never run for public office again.

Was Thomas Jefferson wrong? Could it be that freedom of speech isn’t all it’s cracked up to be? I’ll admit, it hasn’t been working out so hot for me lately.

Shall we burn the Bill of Rights and install the Patriot Act in it’s place? Does any truly patriotic American believe that by squelching the voice of dissent we will ensure our freedom?

History has shown that, as Jefferson said, “The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.”  He wasn’t talking about vigilance against individual citizens.  That’s tyranny.

Jefferson was talking about vigilance toward the government itself.  Why? Because, unfortunately, politicians are often driven by a need to have power and control over other people, rather than to serve the needs of the people.  They do not have a safety valve built in that says, Whoops, we’re going too far here, better back off.

The most well-meaning politician can pave the way for oppressive government in the future, simply by promoting the idea of more and more government control over everyone’s lives.

Given the opportunity, politicians will never desist in their desire to control everything.  And, as history has shown time and time again, the more powerful the government becomes, the worse life gets for the people.

In Jefferson’s words, “When the people fear their government, there is tyranny.  When the government fears the people, there is liberty.”
So, why are these hysterical types so angry? I believe they are driven by fear.

Afraid of the unknown.  Afraid that some elements in the government might not always have our best interest in mind. 
Afraid that their world might not be what they think it is.  

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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