Just a Little Common Sense
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With downsizing and outsourcing to foreign countries and rocketing fuel prices, what can be wrong with Wisconsin government trying to improve the business climate? I’ll tell you when I come back with “Just a Little Common Sense.”

30 SECOND COMMERCIAL

In my last commentary I pointed out that politicians need to be watched because they have no sense of the damage they often cause to the rest of us.  In the Wisconsin legislature, there are a few exceptions.
One of these is Representative Frank Lasee, who, in his weekly email “Lasee’s Notes,” routinely points out the waste and mismanagement so typical of Wisconsin government these days.

In the August 15th edition of the Notes, Representative Lasee says that according to a 227 page report from the non-partisan Legislative Audit Bureau, the state currently offers 152 programs for economic development purposes through 8 state agencies.

From 2001 to 2005, how much money went from taxpayers’ pockets to business’ coffers? Would you believe 100 million dollars? You’d only be off by a factor of 5.

That’s right: half a billion dollars were spent on grants, loans, tax credits, bonding authorizations, and loan guarantees.  It’s not your money—It was your money.

You won’t sleep any better at night knowing that the majority of these programs are not even tracked properly.  The only people who know where the money is going are the ones who are receiving it.  What a swell accounting system!  

Here are some facts:

$29 million in tax credits given to insurance companies created 316 jobs.  That comes out to $92,000 per job.  Why are we subsiding insurance companies in the first place?

There are 34 programs for helping business purchase land or buildings and 26 programs for business planning.  I guess 

the politicians figure if one program looks good, 26 or 34 of them ought to look really good.  After all, those pesky elections keep rolling around and making a stab at creating jobs has got to garner at least a few extra votes.
17 of the 152 programs are inactive yet they still receive some money from the state.  The accountability here isn’t broken.  It’s non-existent.
Representative Lasee has a brilliant, though obvious, solution to this debacle, and to others like it: Why not let profitable companies keep more of their money to pay their employees, pay down their debt, and create more jobs?
As with most government intervention in private affairs, the problem isn’t only with what the politicians try to do.  It’s also with the way they try to do it.  

This is Ed Thompson with “Just a Little Common Sense.”  Let me know what you’re thinking.  Send an email to edthompson@b945country.com, or just drop in at the Teepee and say hello.
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